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And the Winner Is....
Thoughts from Rhonda Jackson, Co-Editor

“Do you ever feel like God is losing?”
It would’ve seemed like a much stranger question if our pastor hadn’t posed it
on Easter Sunday. My gut reaction was immediate: Absolutely.  Every time I
watch the news. Every time see how cruel people can be. Every other day. 
Jesus’ disciples must’ve thought that God was losing when their teacher died
on a cross and was buried in a tomb. We modern-day disciples know the
story’s end – while the devil may have cackled when Jesus breathed His last
and the pharisees’ thought they’d done away with Him for good, God doesn’t
lose.  God always wins. We say Jesus is risen because He is still very much
alive, sitting at God’s right hand and reigning over heaven and earth. Easter
falls once a year, but it’s a good reminder of an everyday truth: no matter how
insurmountable the problem, God wins. It was certainly a reminder for me, in
my all-hope-is-lost mode: Irrespective of wars waged at home and abroad and
the plummeting economy – despite the depression, anxiety, and intolerance
around me, Jesus Christ always wins. His death and resurrection ensured that
there will not only be a reckoning for evil (Hebrews 4:13) but also a saved
place for we sinners – with Him, in paradise (Luke 23:43). Perhaps we’ll be
greeted by the same angels who greeted the women at the tomb on the first
Easter! No matter how many ghastly “Good Fridays” we endure or how often
the enemy tries to convince us that God is losing, the historical and Biblical
fact is that God gives us victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians
15:56). 
Need more good news?  We are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if
indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
(Romans 8:17) God never loses the fight and He never loses His grip on
us. We win - because He wins!  

Celebrating Brenda Davis
Charlotte Eliopoulos, Co-Editor

    With all the wonderful things Susan Bengel has done
for the Ministry, one of the most special has been
getting her mother, Brenda Davis, involved. Brenda
brings a long history of serving others, as well as an
interesting life which benefits those who come in contact
with her.
    Brenda spent most of her life in Murfreesboro, NC. As
a child she had a Mother and a Mama. Because both of
her parents had to work, she lived with and was raised

by her grandmother, Mama, until she was 7 years old. One of the special
things her Mama did for her was to take her to church weekly, which instilled a
lifelong habit and strong faith in Brenda.
   Brenda’s involvement in the church deepened when she was 16. At that time
her church couldn’t find a volunteer to lead the Kindergarten. Brenda stepped
up to the plate and took on the responsibility which launched a 40-year path of
teaching Sunday school. Later on she and her husband cared for a flower bed
in the park surrounding her church; when he died his ashes were spread in
that area leaving Brenda a beautiful memory.
    Two weeks after she graduated from high school, Brenda married and the
following year gave birth to Susan, the first of her three children. Brenda jokes
that at the young age she was when she gave birth to Susan, the two of them
basically grew up together. At age 29 Brenda became a LPN and went on to



work in a nursing home and then in home health for many years. She
comments that providing care in a patient’s home, especially in a rural
community, where you were on their turf was considerably more challenging
than in a facility where patients were more apt to comply with the plans.
    One day, after she was widowed and retired, Brenda mentioned to her son
that she thought that the beautiful coastal community of Manteo, on Roanoke
Island in North Carolina, would be a beautiful place to live. “Why don’t you
move there?” he asked. “Don’t be silly. At my age?” she answered. Well, not
that long after, as a result of some gentle urging from her family, she made
the move. All was well until the Covid pandemic hit and no one could enter the
town except residents. The isolation was hard and in 2020 Brenda finally gave
in to Susan’s urging to come to Maryland and live with her.
    Brenda has enjoyed and been touched by Roses and Rainbows, and is an
active volunteer. She views the ministry as having an important role in
reaching people who churches may not reach, as well as providing meaningful
fellowship. We hope she will continue to serve alongside her daughter for a
long time to come.

A Comment from Kim...

A blessing to this ministry, and a delight to be
around - that's our Ms. Brenda! But that's only
the beginning. Quiet much of the time, she
exudes a special kind of strength that I
attribute to her unwavering faith. And she is
always doing. Did you know that Ms. Brenda
is the one who puts together folders for all of
our studies...that she preps packages to be
mailed and helps with so many other details?
I know she may consider these tasks as small
things, but they are big things to us, and so
important to the women we serve.
I described Ms. Brenda as quiet...and she
is...but let me tell you, this lady knows how to
tell a story...and she has some great ones
that will make you laugh! And when she and
Susan are together, get ready to laugh some
more. They go back and forth with each
other...I just love to listen to their playful
banter! We are blessed that Susan introduced
us to her mom because Ms. Brenda has
become one who undergirds our ministry, a
true anchor.

What's Happening!

FRIENDS OF FAITH Tour Across America
Our next stops:

Peachtree City, GA May 6

Fuquay Varina NC (Raleigh area) June 9

Littleton, CO (Denver area) July 22

Join whenever you can - it's worth a road trip!

And remember, you can join in the excitement by watching each live stream! Kim's teaching

is recorded at each event so you will be able to hear about each of the attributes of the

ministry of FRIENDSHIP. Links are emailed before each event.

Coming Up...Watch for our Summer activities!
Kim's 5-week summer teaching series!

A trip to Sight and Sound Theater for the production of David. 



A Burdens to Blessings Study starting on June 7. Registration will open soon.

A Note from Kim

I remember hearing our director's words,
"Season 7...COFFEE with Kim...Episode 1"

[then the sound of the clapboard].

Ordinary words that were thrilling to hear!
Because you see, we were filming Season 7 of the
COFFEE with Kim TV show...with our own lights, our
own cameras, on our own set...in our own STUDIO!

And YOU made it happen!

In Season 7, our viewers will hear testimonies from
people...actors, authors, moms, business owners, and
teachers...who decided to trust God in the face of
impossible situations and ended up with amazing
stories that speak hope. I loved meeting and
interviewing our guests in our own studio! We were
able to design our set, create a welcoming and
functional flow of activities and operate on a schedule
of our choice - doing all with an eye on costs, for
things big and small!

When you answered the invitation to invest in the
buildout of our studio space, you made it possible for
us "to be even better stewards of every hard-earned
donation...by producing more hope-filled videos at a
dramatically lower cost."

Thank you for partnering with us! Stay tuned for
Season 7 of COFFEE with Kim TV this summer!

Looking for a Mother's Day gift or
something for those spring/summer birthdays?

CHERISHED!
365 Devotions that Celebrate God's Love for You  by

Kim Crabill is a beautiful way to make your mom, daughter
or friend feel special! Use the link below or email

admin@kimcrabill.org
Cherished: 365 Devotions that Celebrate God’s Love for You: Crabill,

Kim: 9781424554881: Books (amazon.com)

Become a Partner for Healing and Hope!
Did you know that your donations touch the lives of women, men, teens and

children with God's love? When you become a monthly partner, every dollar goes

directly toward our mission of reaching across the world with God's healing and

hope! We thank you for each and every donation, no matter the size!

DONATE HERE!

Losing Weight Takes More Than Cutting Calories

mailto:admin@kimcrabill.org
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1424554888?tag=wixlabs1234-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://kimcrabill.z2systems.com/np/clients/kimcrabill/donation.jsp


Healthy Living Tips from Dr. Charlotte Eliopoulos, Co-Editor

   With over 39% of adults being overweight and 13% obese, weight loss
tends to be on the minds of many people. The CDC reports that nearly one in
five Americans state that they are dieting which is an increase from a decade
ago. And once their dieting has proved successful and they’ve lost weight, a
significant majority of people regain the pounds they’ve lost within five years.
    Reducing caloric intake certainly will bring weight down and increasing
physical activity is beneficial, but there are other considerations to help keep
the pounds off and they have to do with addressing the underlying cause of
overeating. For example, poor stress management can lead to overeating as a
coping mechanism. It has been found that insufficient sleep causes people to
consume more carbs. As many women who have faced menopause know,
hormonal changes can lead to weight gain even if one’s diet is unchanged.
Pounds can be added by heavy alcohol consumption and the use of certain
medications such as corticosteroids, antihypertensives, antidepressants, and
meds used for diabetes. Some health problems can contribute to the problem
(e.g., depression, anxiety, hypothyroidism, diabetes, congestive heart failure).
    So, if keeping weight off is a challenge, identify and address the underlying
factors that could play a role in keeping the pounds on (e.g., increasing
activity/exercise, managing stress, asking your doctor about possible
prescription changes if you think your meds are a factor, getting evaluated for
medical conditions) and, importantly, watch your caloric intake!

A Mother's Legacy

During this time around Mother’s Day, it's good to
be reminded of the role Kim's mother played in
the birth of the Roses and Rainbows Ministries.
Click below as Kim shares a short memory and her
prayer that her mom's legacy will continue to
affect each of us on a personal level.
Read More

Charlotte Eliopoulos
Co-Editor

 

If you have feedback, or
an idea for a story, tell us
at newsletter@kimcrabill.org

To learn more about our
ministry, please visit

www.kimcrabill.org

     

Rhonda Jackson

Co-Editor
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